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The grand and solemn council with all the
circumstance of Indian etique'te, the hous:ile Chiefs

S !‘. i Y

of the Ogallalla, Brule, Sioux and Cheyenres, have ?

been met, speechos have been made, decisive
cuough. There cav be no mistake, no atsurd gucas-
ing necd be made a5 to what originated snd creatod
the Indian War on the Plains, Through their choscn
represontatives and spokesmen, Spottel Tall, Man
Afraid of bis Horsa»s, ¢ tanding E/K, Pawnee Killer,
Big Mouth, Star Tagle, Turkey Foot, Swift Bear
and DBlzek Bear, have the nations spoken. The
fpeeches will be found interesting, and no corres-
pondent can add to ther mere worth by condensing
them. They are vlain and straight torward. From
their very hearts thay cry out *“Stop those two
roads—the PYowder River Road and the Smoky
Hill—and then you'll hive life.” Each and all
sing the same song., A bard task lies bofore the
Peace Commissioners, Will they accept the gage of
battle so defiantly thrown down by the warriors, or
will they succumb and accept the only terms that can
alone bring peace on the Plains, 7Thesc speeches
madeo a profound impiession upon the minds of the
Commissioners, and as they are excoedingly interest-
ing, I have sent atrue copy of cach, Swifi Bear, as
8oon as the council was opened, spoko as follows:

“My friends, and ali you Chiefs sitting here to-
darv, it shail bo known all over the Jand what you aay.
It mikes my heart glad to see you. We have a modo
of maiing peace different to the whites. When wo
mnke peace we pray to the Great Syirit. We have
no writioge, but we keep our treities, and pray to
the Great Spirit to help na.”

Commissioner TAYLOR then addrcssed the Chief as
follows |

“My Friends—Your @reat Father, whoss heart
18 right, has heprd of the troubles with his red chii-
dren on the Plaing. He hag heard that there is war
aud that blood has been shel. He is opposed to war
and loves peace. His heart is sad now. II» Las sent
all these big chiefs to see you, to nsceriain what is
wrong. [Criesof “Ugh, ugh!”] Y u sece here the
Freal war-chief of old times (HARMEY.) Hero is the
great warrior (SHERMAN) who lesds all the white
soldiers on the Yiains, and here are o h-r chiefs,
Here i3 a great peace-chiel, {Senator HENDERSON,)
who helps to meke laws in the great councii-chamber
at Washington; ard, last of nll, your triend who
speaks to you, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
and the superiniendent of ail the Indian arents and
traders ou the Plains. [Cries of ** Ugh, ught"”] If
tho QGreat Father did unot love you lie would
not send =ll these big chiefs to sec you. We
are sent out here to inquire and fAind out
wihat bas been the trouble with you., We want
10 hear from your own lips your complaints and
gricvances. My friends, speak fully, sapeak freely, and
speak the whole truth. If you have been wronged,wo
wish to have you righted, We wish to hear you, and
then the white chicts will consider what you have
sald. We will have it all within a book and will not
forget it. We will tiink it all over, We will delib-
erate over if, and will then :peak our minds to you,
Whatever is wreng we witl make it right, and if you
havo done wrong you will make it right. War is
bad; peace is good. Wo must choose good snd not
bad. Therefore, we ere to bury the {omabawk and
ltve in peaco like bruthers in one famuly. I await
what you havs {0 say.

SPEECH OF SPOTTED TAIL,

On the corciusion of Commissioner TAYLOR'S
epeech, SPoTTED TAIr arosz and said:

You chiefs that are here to.day, and all you goldlers
that are nere, listen uunto me, for there is no tun in
what 1have toeay. My Grea. grandfather did not
send you hero tor notning, theretlore we will listen
unto you, He has made roads stretching east and
west, the country in which we live iB overrun by
whites and all our game is gone. This is the cause
of our troubles. e have no objection to this road,
(U. P. R, R.,) bul I oliject to the Powder River and
S8moky Hill roads. We all object to them, Let my
Great grandfather krow this—you can read and wriie
—be sure and let him know this, I have al.
wnys been a- friend to the whiter. I am pow,
The conntry across the river (Platte) belongs to
the whites; this belongs to us; when we want game
we want the privilege of going over there snd kil it,
I want these two roads stopped just where they are,
or turned over to some otiher dircction.

BORN) last Spring that there was plenty of gamo in
the country yet, and that the time had not come

for us to go a-farming. When the game .
is  gome 1 will thcn let him know, If you
stop your roads we oan get our game. Thero |

i8 & road up the river it belongs to us, (Brule Bioux;)
the road on the Smoky Hill belongs to the Chey-
ocnnes. When we make friends, then we are
fricnds, and we s8.jck together. (ive these men
that are with me something good, and make their
hearts glad. Give them somotbing to wear, give
them ammunition to kill gamo, by
will make all tho tribes feel good, I hope that you
will irade with wus, as before, that sou will let the

traders come to our camp, Aly friends, help us, take

pity upon us, It you intend to make us presents,

give them to us, aud we will thank you. I have
Bpoken,

Al er saying which he folied his blanket around
bhim in a dignified manner, and resutaed his scat in
the sacred circle.

SPEECH OF THE ‘‘MAN THAT WALKS UNDER THE

GROUND,"

see the cost T Lave on,
fine coat, You have fine coats on.

mer - yoi gave me this  (producing a per-
mit) all my people have read . 1have lisiened
to what you said. If you are true I will listen again.
By holding this paper my children have suffered,
Evor since I've boen born I have caten wild meat.
My father before me did also eat meat from the
ground, My arms are not long, but I can reach
above my head. I will listen to your proposals for
peiace, These roais before the iron roads came
scared away all the game, 1 want 3jou to
stop all these roads just where they are,
the Smoky Hill and the Powder River,
Tell your Great Father that.our arms are long and
shoulders broad, and we can a.moat reach to where
ho i8, All the nation were brought up on this land,

You It is my

Last Sum-

We will
thon live peaceably fogether, I told toat man (SaN- . if you continue fighting you will all be killed. We

doing this you -

but the whiles are very numerous, and if we can tive

in peace wo will abide by what you say, Let our
geme alone, Doun't disturb our game,
will have life. (Cries of *¢Holo, ugh.’’] Al thesge
people near the river are our triends and rela-
tives. You asked me to-day what was the cause of
our trouble. I bhave toid you. Teli the Father this
and let us know his plan, Iam small, butIama
married man and bave children. The game of this
country is going away and we lack ammumition, 1
hope you will give us ammunition, Look at me.
You have told me the truth. I have told you the
truth also. T have said it.”

SPEECH OF PAWNEE KILIER.
PAwNEE KILLER, whose nama ia well known {o

your roaders as the chief who opposed Haxcocs,
then spoke as follows:

‘“Who 18 our Great Fathor? wWhat is ha? g
it trae that he sent you here to gettle our troubles ?
There aro not many of us here, but what there is
bore, we are not guilty of these troubles aione. The
cause of onr troubles is the Powder River foad run-
ning north and the Smoky Hul south. What little
space of country there is left us between the Smoky
Hill and Platte rivers; there is gaine thers, and
that is what wo have to live wupon, By stupping
these roads I know you can get peace. It the Groat
Father stops the Powdor River road, I know that
your people can travel this road (Plaltey without be.
ing molested, [Ha-ow-ugh.] If you tell us the truth,
you ought to be able to furnigh us with ammunition.
1 bave seen you. I hopeo to be able to £2 back and
sleep in peace. Weo have got little gaume, but we are
cut of ammunition and horses, bat it you tell us the
truth, you ought to be able to give us them, Thesge
people, the traders, take pity upon them, we want (g
get our trade back.

SPEECH OF TURKEY FOOT.
TUrkEY FooT, or 1urkey Leg, the loader.of the Iate
Plum Creck raiders, next got up, and gave his speech

" a8 follows:

My FRIENDS: You that are sitting here, are you
chiets? 1Is it true that the Great Father sent you
here ? Will the people that traver West listen (0 youq,
and do what you say ? Will the Qteat Father himselr
listen to you ? If you are chiefs, tell him to 8top
those two roads. If he will listen to you, tell him
those roads are the causes of our troubles. All the
people living in this country and along these rivera
have in¢ermarried with each other, 7They are all our

flesh. I want you to let the traders como back; they
are our friends,

SPEECH OF BJG MOUTH.
B16 MovUTH, who iB8 next {o SATANTS, the List ora-

tor on the Plains, and a triead to the whii¢s, then
spoke:

My friends and my people, open wide vour cars
and listen. North there are a great many Ogzal-
lellas. BSouth there ar: Ogallallas. I stang between
them; but Iam stronyg «ind my shoulders are broad.,
I wigh to succeed in masing peace between the Ogal-
lalls, Sioux and the whites, This day, you Gen.
HanNEY, did the (reat Father send you here? Do
you tell the truth? As I am a chief, I hope
that the Great Father sent you here. All
you thal are bitting here (turning to the
Indlan chlefs) be quiet. Leave tho hites
alone, What are you? The whites are numerous ag
the grass, What do you amount to? If the swwhites
kil ono of your warriors, you weep and feel sorrow-
ful; but if you kill cne of the wlites, nobody cries
tor him, [Loud laughter from all hands.] That will
do for my people, and now you whites, I speak to
you. Btop that Powder Road; that is the cause of
our troubies, The ev1) grows daily, It is just like
s0tilug fire to prairie grass. RED CrLoup end the
MAN-AFRAID Or-NI3-HORSE had & talk with you last

L

and then you

Spring. DId you tell tho Great Fatber what they
8aid? Here are the Bioux on one side, and the Chey-
enncs On tho other side, and after talkingand talking,
and listening to each other, you go ana sot tho prair-
ies on fire again, - My Great Father told me, through
men like you, that be would give 20 vears’ annuities
for theso ronds. Where are they? 1 stand beiween
two fires. [Cries of Bastakieio, bastaktelo—ha-ow,
how.] GQGive presents to these men, they have come
from aiar. I hauvo a couniry up by Beac Creek,
where a lono tree stands. It has my nameo carvgd
uvon 1it, That is my courntry, and I mean to keep it.
Now 1 have done, anq it you have anything to say we
will listen.

Here the Council was adjourned till next day noon.

The demands of the Indians are peremptory. The
canse of the Inalan war may be seen by perusing the
above speaches.

Sept. 20.—The Coancil met again, according to agree-
ment, at noon, When silence was restored Com-
missioner TAYLOR got up and said: ** We havo heard
your speeches, and after duo dcliboration have pre-
pared an answer, which Gen. SHERMAN will give {o

you,"!
GEN, SHERMAN’S SPEECH,

Gen. SHERMAN then made the {ollowing speech:

FPrien°s, we have heard your words, anl have
thought over them sll night, and now give you -ur
anawer. You 8ay that the 8moky Hill snd Powder
River Roads are the principal causes of your
tronbles. The Government supposed that the Choy-
eunes and Arspaboes agreed to give up that road
four vears ago, and ever since then it has been trav-
eled by the whites, Military posts and mail stattons
werp built there ovar two years ago, and these were
not then considered a couse for war, Govermment
thought that to bur'd an iron road would be nothing
more {0 vou. To us it was more convenient and
rapid, and it was necessary to our people in Colorado
and New-Moxico, and the road will be built,. We ara
to meot the Chovennes next month (October) on the
Arkansas, and if we ind that the road is damacing lo
them we will make them comipensation. But the
roads will be built, and yout must not interfere with
them, The Powder River Road was built to furnish
our men with vrovisiona, No whito acttlemenis have
been made along the road, nor does travel destroy
the bufl:lo nor the eik nor tho antelope. The Iedians
are permitted to hunt the buffilo as naual. The
Great Father thought that you consented to give up
the road—st Laramie last Spring. But it seems that
some of the Indians were not there, and have gonse to
war, While the Indisns continue to mako war upon the
roagd, the road will not bo given up. But if, on ox-
annnation at Laramie in November, we find that the
road hurts you, we will give it up or pay you for it.
It you have any claims, present them Lo ns at Lara.
mie.  You 2lso ask us presents, more especially pow-
der aud lead to hunt buffalo, We will give you
gonic preaenis  because you have come up
Rero to seo us; but we will not give you
miuch til woe come to a satisfsctory agreement,
We cannot give you now powder snd ball, because
very recently you killed white people—innocent
emigrante., BSomo of you attacked a traip, and killed
people with no arms in their hands, who were carry-
ing jrovisiona to whites and Indians. To SpoTTED
Taru, 8TANDING ELK, TWO STRIKE, Swrrr BEan and

banda we are willing to give them almost
anything they want because they have re-
mainod oaf peace all Bpring and Summer.

But the rest of you must work with your bows
nnd arrows till  you sauaty wuwe you wil
not kill our people, This answers all that question,
Wenow give you advice,. We know well that the red
and white men were not brought up alike, You de-
pend npon game for a iving, and you get hats and
clothes trom the whites, All that you sec white men
wear they have to work for. But you see they have
plenty to oat—that they have fine houses and fine
clothes. You can do the pame, and we be-
lieve the time has come when wou shouid
begin, and we will give you assistance. You can own
herds of cattle and horgses lhike the Chervkees and
Choc.aws. You can have cornfields liko the Poncas,
Yanktons and Poltowattomies, You see for yourself
that the white men are collecting in all directione, in
epite o! all you can do. The white men are taking all
the good land. If you don’t choose your homes now,
it will ve too 1ate next year. This railroad up the
Piatte and the Smoky Hill Railroad will be built, and if
you are damaged we muat pay you in full, and if
your youbg men will interfere, the Great Fatber,
who, out ot love for yuu, withheld his soldiers, will
let lonse his young men, and you will be swept away.
Woe theretore propose to iet thoe whole Sioux Nation
select thelr country on the Missouri River, cmmbrac.
ing the 1yhite Earth and ~ Cheyenne Rivers;
to have theoir land like the white people for-
cver, and we propose to keep all white men
away, except such agenis and}iraders as you msy
chooso. We want yeu to cultivate your land, build
housaces and raige oattle,. We propose to help you
thou as long s youneed heip. Wo will also teach
your childron (o read and write like the whiiea. The
Cheyennes and all Southern Indians shall have
pimilar homes in the country below the Arkansas,znd
if the Sioux Indians prefor to go down there, they
can enjoy the same privileges, A great many treaties
have been made by people gone before us. We pro-
pose to siand by them, but Iam afraid tcey did not
make atlowances for the rapid growth of the white
race, and you can see for yourselvea that travel across
the country bas increased. The slow ox-wagons do
pot answer white men; we build iron roads, and you
cannot etop the locomotives any more than you can
stop the sun or moon, and you wmust submit and do
the best yon cap; and if any of you want (o
travel east to see the wealth and power of the whites
you can do 2o and we wiil pay your expenses. Our
people East hardly (hink of what you call war here,
but if they will inake up their minds to fight they
will come out here as thick as a ierd of butfalo, and

advise you for the best. Wo now offer you this:

To choose your own homes and lJive like
the white wmoan, and we will lelp you

all yon wont. We are doing more for you

' than we do for ofher white men coming from

over the sea, This Commission is not only a Peace
Commssion but it is a War Commission also., We

. wiil be kind to you it you keep the peace, but if you

won’t listen 1o reason we are ordercd to mako war
upot you in a different manner from what we have
done before. Wo will be here again in November,
unti! which time you can hant on the nepub.
lican. Then you inust meet us agaln, ‘I'hen
we shall wemt to kwow whether yon
are willing to go up next Spring to Wetite Karth or
down on tke Arkansas. We will feed you till 8pring
on Brady Island. We advise you t0 go us ncar as
possible o the Miseouri River, as you cen got your

provisions much cheaper than you can get them
away .rom the river. Thirk ot thase thisgs now,
Wo want to hear your reply, but we don’t propose to
make final agreement il the 1st of Novewmber.
That’s sll

There can be nothing plainer than Gen. SHEPMAN'S
specch, and it bad visible efect upon bis audience.
The scquel will show whether he made good bis
word, |

SHERMAN was followed by Commissioner TAYLOR
and Senator HENDERsSoN in much the same vein.

The Indians made reply to the Commissioners,
that they had come to the council, a5 invited, to
make peace; at least, so they understood it. Was it
fair to scnd them back empty handed, having done
nothing but talk, ‘Lhey asked for ammunition to
kill game. ‘They said they would not Lurt the white
men; did not want to.

BPOoTTED TAlL, SWIFT DBEAR,
PAWNEE KILLER were spoxesmen.

The Commissioners inally yielded and peace was
declarcd belween the Brule, Ogailalla and Cheyennes.
PAWNEE KrLLER left the council in disgust before
peace wes made. He hurried to his wigwam, painted

his face a deep red, and mouniing his pony galloped
away over the sand bluffa, Thus the grand council
was ended. Powder and ball will be distributed to
the chiefs to-morrow, aiso biankets and cloth. The
Commission will now take & recess, and meet again

with the southern Indians at Fori Larned on the 13 h
of pext month. Till then. au rerorr ¢ Ir
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