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THE PLAINS,”

FROM
—— ——
-Mnils Stopped by the Cheyeunos—Colonel
- Sumner and the Indians,

By a late arrival in this City of parties direct
{roin Santa Fé, we have dates from that place to the
Ist September, with late and interesting intelligence
from the Plains, .

The difficulties with the Indians on the Plafns have
been aggravated by the ll-suceess of Colonel Sust-
NrR's lute confliet with them, ‘The faets of the en-
counter have been given, but the effects of the conflict
upon the Indians have been in the highest degree un.
satisfactory, Colonel Suyuner, with u foroe of 500
men, encountered a body of 300 savages, but instead
of opening fire upon them, charged with his cavalry,
The result was nlmost nothing. The Indians scat.
fered and fied, but nine were killed, and the oppor-
tunity of teaching them a useful lesson was lost,
They have since infested the Plalns In small bodies,
robbing and murdering travelers, and marauding un-
checked: Our informant left Santa Fé in company
with four others, but -on recelving information of the
hostile attitude of the Indians, remained in cump for
two days, when three days out, On the way to Inde-
pendence, they came upon traces of an Indian en.
campment, and presently overtook the mufl train
- Which had been turned hack and was retracing It
- path to the frontier,

A correspondence passed at Independence, on the
arrival of the party, between Mr, Hawr, the Mall Con.
tractor, und Mr, W, P, Braxe, who was In the party
that had just- crossed the Plains, At the request of
-Mr, Hawy, a full statement of the present condition of
the travel across the Plulns was furnished by Mr,
Brige, Hisletterisas follows: =~

INDEPENDENCE, Mo., Thursday, Sept, 24, 1857,

. S1R: In compliantce with ihe wish expressed {n your
out-the following narratlve of .

letter dated 23d, 1 send y .
ourexperietice with {hg Indlans between this place

und Santu F¢, premising, - however, that nelther our

party nor the other fought with, or were violently as. |

suiled by the Indians, although our lines were un.
questionably in imminent’ danger for a considerable
part of the way.,

The stage and a wagon in charge of Tuos. Fieing
and three men, with one lady and child and myself us
passengers, left Santa I'¢ on the mornlng of the tst,
und proceeded as far us the first crossing of the Cl-
marvon River without seclug any Indlans, At that
place, while we were preparing breakfast, twomount-
cd Indians came galloping up through the tall grass
on the left and putting away their bows and urrows
were allowed to come inlo camp, They sald they

e — —

'-lnLo thelr country, They have heard of him through |
the Sloux und appear to hiave recently learned somv
{hing of his movements, and were evidently afraid
that his military operatlons- were to be direeted
aguinst their tribe, I1is name is a torror to them, und

do not doubt that they lve in constant fear that
he will pounce upon them nt any moment,

We left the out-going mall party on the Arkansas,
and they were Foin on to Santa I'e with the ox truin,
When we renched the big bend of the Arkansas we
lefl our escort of sixteen men und truveled the re-
miulning distance alone, but camped with great cfr-
cumspection in the dark,

These ave the simple facts, and they may soem
more trivial and untmportant to you than hey did to
our little purly when we were on those Plalns, 6o
boundless to "the vislon, snd peopled by hordes of
savages alone, To us, the few Indians we saw werp
regurded as an {ndication of great and hidden dangeor,
and from the crossing of the Cimarron until we ﬁcﬂ
the Arkansas we knew not at what moment we should

encounter an overwhelmlnog force of this excited and
angry fribe,

here is but one opinlon upon
wagon-masters und intelligent men who have had ex-
perience among the Indlans in regard to the re-
. cent encounio: tl)f Col, Snuull;.e Jvﬂl} ﬁhem. Itis
course appearsto have exasperated without intiml.
dating the tribe, and they arcp‘;letcrmlned to avel'l“glo
themselves upon all small parties of Americans that
they can find, and to levy tribute, at least, upon
all ‘they do not dare to openly attack, ' ‘I'hey
are llke a nest of maddened hornets, and I’r
they liad as little Intelligence and caution, would
kit and destroy at every opportunity, In my oplinlon,
we owe our cscapoe from these Cheyennes to our
cautien In remalning behind, and o our fortunate
meeting with the part{ of sixteen men, If we had
gone o alone, ohly five In number, we would, in
4l probability, have been murdered among the Sand.
bills, or at the crossing of the Arkansas, The fear of
General HarNey and swifl vengeance may have Leen
men In .allowing the

‘tl'l;z chief lm?mel“"h "if ?ld :

otfier puity {o return, - § also most probublé thal

the: policr wlilch has wisely udoptedpby ‘our e:ri:-
H form kindness (o the Imfluns-alo-,

plores-—l tof uni
gobther with the fuot that on severul oceaglons the
sperately and with

the Plains among

—
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mufl hands'hve fought most deé
Killing effeet, had.grent influgnce with thein In thelr
do.wwrmmns on-{his vecaslon, '

¢ are uccustomed {o reimrd the depredations of
Indiins us of little account, when life s not taken,
but f white men.wore. to conduct. themselves s
“there. Indians ‘do-to ;become: robbers. on the high.
wiuy—to forcibly stop und sent back the malls,
and to menuce” the lives of pussengers—such gels

wonld notbe lightly Pegarded or long tolerated by
the American people,

iK1t is evident that this great highway to New-Mexi-
co fs not ndequately protected,” There is not o mil-
ilury post or perinanent camp of soldiers upon it east
of Fort Union, at the base of the Rocky Mountaln
chain, a distance ofover 800 miles, Itis undefended,
while routes fn ‘T'exas, over which there is less traffic,

are dotled with mlllta'rjy posts,
Fort Atkinson should elther be rebullt or a post es-
upper crossing, The all,

were Rioways, and that they wanted something to
cat, e fed them and gave themn sugar, and thoy
then wanted powder and lead and a “paper” or recom
mendation, which were refused and we drove off,
lews ing them mueh dissatisfied,  ‘I'hey were equipped
for war, and weregarded them as splos, & supposi-
tion which we afterwuvrds had reason to belleve ﬂ
was correct.  Indeed, they were probably the same
tndians that a few days proviously had been in the
cutap of Col. Jouxston and spent the night, and the
next day seized an opportunity to kill the driver of

the survevor's ambulauce and run away with the
mules, This daring uct was performed ‘within 200
i-urds of & company of soldiers, which had turned the
row of a hill and left the aipbulance out of view he-
hind them, The soldiers Leing on foot, could not
pur;uv.und the Indlans made their gseape with the
muies,

Severil injles beyond the point at which we were
visited by these Kloways,we reiched the encampment
of u large ox-train, with provisions for Col, Jouxs-
TON'Y command, also u wagon and 4 party of sixteen
mwen wWhich hud preceded ws on the road and were
bound for the States. ‘This party had been far be-
yond, but had turned back, retracing thele steps for
several days journey, having learned from a Mexican
captive in a bund of Kiowuys, that a large force of
Cheyennes had concentrated bLelow, near the lower
crossing of the Cimarron and on the Arksnsas
River, waitiug for our party to arrive, intending
to stop it, ‘I'his Mexican mportt-d that - the
Cheyennes  were very uugrr and had deelared
that the inail should not puss through aguln,  While
wailing and consulting here, Col, Jounsrox and his
force of about 500 wien, infantry mwt cavalry—the es-
cort of the Kansns Boundury Survey—passed up to-
wards the upper crussin{;. From this oficer we
learned thut (he road was highly dasgetolis for small
parties, und he advised us to remaln untft the return
of e ox train,  We did so, and traveled with it one
diy, but"the progress of the train wasso stow that we
concluded-to push on in company with the purty of
sixteen men and their wagon, '

'We passed the Lower Springs of the Cimarrvon |'

without sceing Indians, and were crossin the Jornada
ohi%1¢ 13th when we saw a group of black objects on
the verge of the ‘u‘alrie, und, by the atd of u glass, I
could distingulsh eight ox ten Indians e full gallop
towards us. Others were soou seen in ditferent direc-
tions, and they all rapidly approached, The arms and
mmtnunition were lutd out in readiness, and we trayv-
eled on as usual, Before coming withinrlfle runge
seveval ofthe Indians turned offy and seven only came
towards us and made sigus for us tostop; but we
kept on aud they trotfed behind us at a respect-
ml  distance, hey saw  that we were oo
strong  for them, and after a little: consulta.
lion they called for our conductor, the *cap.
tain.”  Fi1ewns conversed with them h‘- signs, and ox-
iered them to unstring their hows, which they imme-
liately did, and then rode alongside of our purty.
They traveled withus for four or five mibles, und
then signified their willinguess to leave us if we
would give them a* paper,” (n recommendation or
sood chavacter,) We stopped for a few wowments

wrote a few words for them, and gave out sugar and
rrackers, There were four old chiefs and three

young warriors, firely formed men, and beautifully
Iressed in sults of beaded buckskin, and adorned by

large plates of silver on thelr breasts, ‘T'he chiefs sat

fown, and lighting a pipe, went through the cere-

mony of sinoking all around, In this we observed
Ihat the young men did not participate, nor did they

sit dnown ortuke any part in the proceedings,

We then drove on very eautiously, but rapidly, and
reaching the Sand hifls after dark.found u double
track, or the trail of the other mall party, which had
evidently turned back, A great nwuaber of fracks of
Indian ponies on each side also gave us reason to fear
that this party had been forced to, return by the In-
dlan<, Where fjwe crossed the Avkansas River, the
next morntng, we found the road-way completely cov.
ered with woecasin travks on eaed side of the trall of
the wagons, IPragments of cruckersand (lrlqpings of
molusses jn the roud, showed plainly thut the other
party had becn dealing out thelr provislons. There
were two places where the piaety had been compelled
to-stop, as was evident "by: tie tracks arounst, and the-
trailing or prints-of the blaakets .in the sand, Wo
glso  observed thut subsequently to  this, the
Indiuns huad. chdanged thelr. camp, for we
found the murks -iwde by .the lodge-poles
crossing the road, The t¢ails bent oft inthe direction
of Pawnee Fork, where we concluded a part of
the Indians had gone. Qurfears for the safety of the
other mull purly were now greatly excited, and we |
concluded that ﬁley had heen driven down the river to.
wirds the ruins of Fort Atkinson, and there mur-
dered and scalped, But we had not preceeded two
miles further before we saw them approaching
in the distance, in company with a large ox-train,
On joining them we camped for breakfust, and ex-
chunged many congrufulutions, especlally when we
learnied fhe exient of tlie danger (o which they
had been subjected.  ‘There were four passen-
gers in additlon to Kriny, the conductor, and
three men with the wagons, and they had waited on
the bunks of the river for our arrival ; but becoming
fearful that we had been attacked, lhey started to
cross the Jornada, On reaching the Sand-hills they
were suddenly set upon by Indlang, and forced to
stop, turn around and yeturn, The Indians were go
numerons, and well armed, that it was folly to fight
them, and so KeLey quietly but unwillingly complied
with thefrdemands, ’rovisions were dealt outto them
as they traveled along, and the mall party, watchlng
their opportunity on reaching the bank of the Arkansas,

l in and made the crossing in a Ml trot, Ty

dasher
the Indinns were not to be thus eluded, and with toud
rells rushed ucross the stream after them, surround.
?ng the wagons ux they rose upon the opposite bank,
Here the men were again compelled to give out pro-
viclons to the prineipal Indians, This done, hcr
started again to Le again surrounded and stopped.
'The Indians kept flocking tn from below, and from
the campon the opposite shore, unil nearly or quite
one hundred warriors had collected, A council was
then held by the Indians around, and the conductor
was ordered to get down from his seat and join themn,
He objected to this, and was then violently selzed
hold of and jerked down and ted to the fire, anid then
as unceremoniously made to sit upon the ground und
write them a paper—a recommendation of them as
good and brave Indians who ought to recelve erack-
ers und sugar from all Amerleans paseing on the voad,
This desire was made known in part by sigus and
through one of the mull party who formerly lived
ainong some of the tribe und could wnderstand part
of their language,

While the little party was thus separated, the pas-
sengers becano convinced that they would soon be
sealped, and wrote notes to throw “out on the rond-

tablished nearer fo the
also, should be escorted for the present from Walnut
-Creck as far west a8 the Point of Rocks.
racticability
reat Paclfic Overland

-You further usk my opinion as to the
It has been the chlef ob.

of this route as u link in the
Mail Route and Railroad.
ject of my journey this Suminer to obtain information
upon this great questionby my personal observations;
the results of these I hope soon 1o present to the
public in & movre full and connected form than it is
ossible for me to in this letter. I have been astons
shed at the agricultural resources of this routo and
its adaptation to not only u stage road and mail route,
bll:‘l to 3 Rullroud which muy be prolopged to the Pa-
Cine,
‘T'he resources of this part of the great Rock(
Mountain slope have in general been underrated,
especinlly by scientific men upon theoretical consid-
erations connected with climalology, The fucl that
Yuu have malntained a regular monthly mall be.
ween Independence and Santa ¢ for seven years,
and during this time have fuiled to deliver the malls
to theirdestinution in time but twlee, is certaluly
(he best evidenee thal can be oﬂ'ered-umountm? to
practical demonstration of the feasibility of the
route for mail conches at leust. ‘That the route
is destined to form a Bnk in the ?reut through
route to the Paclfic, 1 huve no doubt, und um pre-
pured to thtow thut it offers many advantages for u
raflroud not yet. cousideredt even In officlal reporis,
In fact this great route to the Valley of New-Mexlico,
“le which there has long been an established trade
of over five mitlions a year, did not reecive un exam-
inntion In connection with {he United States Pucific
riflroud explorations and supveys, and it has not re.
ceived that aftention which its Importance to the
great West and_especially to Missouri and Kansas
demaunds, Very respectfully, yours,
l‘lo Pn BIJ.‘\KE:
Col, JacoB lIarr, Independence, Mo,

side—a few lust words to thelr friends, They held
their revolvers ready cocked, and were resolved to
scll their lives us denrl{ us possible, An ungry dis.
pute arose among the Indiang, and there were two
partics, the old nen counseling moderation, and the
young men insisting on kifling the party and takin
the mules,  Atlength one of the old chiefs arose an
taking KrLLy to the couch demanded nore supar.
When the boot-leather was turned back, the ]mf'lnu
sefzed hold of the sack and dragged {t out, shouting
ramoss, ut the sume Uime, 'The passengers sny that
this word nevor before was so welcome, und undera
vigorouy application of whip and spur the mules

shed off, seeming 10 know thie danger, and to he as
glad as the men o fly from it.  They traveled at sull
speed up hill and down fur scveral miles, nnd gaineq
the vicinity of atrain of wagons, before a party of the
Indlans, which started inpursail u tew mornents atjer
they left, could overtake them, '

These Indians complain Litlerly of Col, Scynan,
suying that he had burned up thelr provisions and
| lodges.  ‘They were very soxious to know where
Teneral TIAANEY wis aned Whethar ha was coming eyt
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